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Catechist Tip Sheet

apologetics

A type of theology in which people use reason and
bel ief to explain the teachings of the Cathol ic faith ,
especial ly to non-bel ievers

Canon Law

The rules of norms that govern the Cathol ic Church.  

The off icial  l ist ing of books that the Cathol ic
Church bel ieves are the Word of God written under
the guidance of the Holy Spir i t .   There are 73
books in the canon (46 Old Testament/27 New
Testament.  This is a different number of books
than are found in the Protestant Bible

T H E  L A N G U A G E  O F  C A T E C H E S I S

The second period of the RCIA process in which those
preparing for init iat ion into the Christ ian community
grow in their understanding of the Word of God,
worship,  community l i fe ,  and the cal l  to service

C A N O N  O F  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

Catechumenate

The legacy of faith contained in Sacred Scripture and
Tradit ion through which God reveals himself to us

deposit of faith

doctrine

An off icial  Cathol ic teaching, revealed by Jesus and
proclaimed by the teaching authority of the Church

dogma
An infal l ible teaching of the Church that must be
bel ieved by members of the Church

Kerygma
The Apostol ic proclamation of the Gospel message;
salvation through Jesus Christ


